
Annual Pray for Schools Event May 2020 
Prayer Points 

 
“We certainly need prayer at the moment”, a frequent comment from teachers we’ve been in touch with.  
 

Guidelines 
Due to the current circumstances, a large proportion of prayer matters sent in by schools 
are in common. These have therefore been summarised at the start of this document. 
Prayer points specific to particular schools are in the second half of this document. The list 
of schools is not exhaustive. Please use the themed prayer matters to pray for your local 
school, whether listed or not! 
 

FOR ALL SCHOOLS 
 
Wellbeing 

• Well-being of staff and pupils coping with lockdown and family bereavement 

• for those young people who are living in families where they are really struggling to put food on the 
table, for food parcels and food vouchers to reach those in need 

• for young people who are living in families with domestic abuse and others who are struggling with 
their mental health. For so many of these people school is often a welcome haven. 

• for all teachers trying to balance their school work with supervising their children at the same time 
– particularly for single parents. It is something of a juggle!   

• Relationships are more difficult to maintain: colleague to colleague, pupil to pupil, staff to pupil 

• Wisdom in dealing with emerging pastoral issues  

• We also continue to look after key workers and more vulnerable children on site.   
 
Learning 

• Pray for teachers doing online live lessons: it has taken a bit of getting used to, it's tiring but in a 
very different way, something about looking at a screen all day long, and some teachers having to 
do so from a busy home. 

• perseverance for pupils and teachers with the frustrations of online learning (negotiating google 
classroom, uploading google docs, computers crashing, broadband insufficient …etc)  

• Wisdom for how to provide worthwhile feedback to tasks set  

• Wisdom and fairness in working our grades for Yr11 and U6th pupils.   

• Prayer for wisdom for SLT (Senior Leadership Team) as they already start working out how to open 
school again (whenever that may be) in a way that is sensible, practical and safe alongside reducing 
anxiety for staff, students and parents.  

• There will be a huge amount of adapting for the children to do when they return to school and the 
organisation of something like this is complex.  Pray for a calm and safe return to school especially 
for the vulnerable children 

• Prayer re. financial implications for fee-paying boarding schools, whether and when boarders might 
return.  For some schools this will be an existential concern.   

 
Praise and thanks for:  

• more relaxed start to the day 

• lunch at home 

• more space (potentially) in the day, for some who now have more time to reflect, relax and pray 

• for some teachers, time opened up to get on with necessary matters that otherwise get squeezed 
for time in the normal term time workload  



• huge appreciation & recognition from parents for all the things that schools normally do, not just in 
teaching our children but in building their confidence and motivation and helping them make a 
healthy transition away from the family relationships out into the outside world 

 
Key School Transitions 
Y6-7 prayer points: 

• That students are able to have some kind of closure from their Primary School that will help the 
transition process.  

• That worries about starting a new school would not be made worse because of not having been at 
school for so long during lockdown.  

• That friendships are made quickly 
• For vulnerable students - that they are able to quickly get used to school life again 
• For teachers - that they instil school routines and rules well and with patience for students who 

may have spent a long time out of school or home routines.  

Year 11-12 and 13- Uni/college/work prayers points 
• for anxiety regarding exam results 
• for friendships and connections - that they would continue to support each other 
• for vulnerable students - that they would use this time wisely and be kept safe at home 
• for college students - they would settle quickly into their courses and make new friends 
• for new external students from other schools who join our sixth form - that they would make 

friends quickly and that existing students would give them a warm welcome! 

Seeing with eyes of faith 
• That Christian staff and pupils manage to overcome their fears, worries and doubts in these 

unprecedented times and to entrust themselves to the loving plan of their Father in heaven; 
• That pupils who are worried about their futures learn to view things under the perspective God’s 

sovereignty and providence 
• That families don't succumb to 'cabin fever' in these weeks of lock-down, but manage to learn the 

arts of social living in difficult circumstances, with God's helping hand. 

• Christians throughout school communities (staff, parents, students) to be a witness 

• God to be glorified through all this 
 

ADDITIONAL SPECIFICS BY SCHOOL 
 
Bartholomew 

• For Senior Leadership Team in making long-term decisions 

• Praise for the new CU on Tuesday lunchtimes 

• Pray for the two student leaders, Y12 students, doing a great job, that they may be encouraged 
 
Cheney 

• Please pray for the upcoming new Headmaster, who will take up the role at the start of the 
new school year.  

• Please pray for all those who teach RE at Cheney - pray that they might teach the Christian faith in 
an engaging and sympathetic manner.  

• Pray for all those pupils who are making a stand for Christ within the school. The pressures on them 
are huge 

• We are thankful to the Lord that we were able to run both Parentalk and 'Parenting in a Digital Age' 
within the past year (both of which are Care for the Family resources), praise that the school has 
been supportive of these, prayer for more take up from parents. Prayer for other schools to catch 
the vision of running these courses with help from their local churches. 



 
Cheney CU 

• Prayers for students adjusting to life in lockdown 

• relationships with family 

• motivation for school work 

• prayer for leaderships as one of the CU leaders will be leaving 
 
City of Oxford College CU 

• for female student who came to CU before lockdown, that she would stay connected to her church 
and other Christian friends during this time 

• pray for students that displayed interest in CU but never came, that God would reveal himself to 
them in a tangible way 

• prayers that this precious new CU would flourish and grow, through prayer next year 
 
Cooper School 

• for the Headteacher and SLT 

• for the Christian Union to keep growing, being rooted in the gospel and reaching out  

• for Christian families to get to know one another and be able to support one another 
 
Cutteslowe Primary 

• Pray for new headteacher, since Christmas, that they may settle in well, esp in current challenging 
circumstances 

• Praise God that just before schools closed, we had an OFSTED that confirmed our Good ranking that 
was given the previous year 

• Pray for renewing of prayer group that has struggled to meet recently 
 
Emmanuel Christian School (Primary) 

• give thanks for a really united parent body, all our children turning up to their lessons this week, 
really encouraged by how they are engaging.  

• praise that when schools closed there was a real sense of unity and purpose 

• prayer that God would sustain us in that while we are scattered  

• praise for our youtube assembly channel which families are watching each day  

• praise that our non-Christian families are being exposed to so much more Christian teaching as they 
see their children's learning first hand.  

• Thanks for a great team of teachers who are working really hard on delivering the curriculum, 
making learning accessible and creative for their children.  

• thanks for a new team of governors forming and that at the time when schools closed, God had 
exactly the right people we needed around the table to help us move forward confidently and 
wisely.  

• prayer moving forward is that God would put flesh on our vision to be a Christian school for Oxford. 
The 'for' is important as we look at what blessing the city looks like as a 'kingdom' community. 
Some of this mean more families joining, but some of this also means knowing how what we are 
doing can inspire and encourage others as they think about learning under the Lordship of Christ.  

 
Gosford Hill CU 

• prayers for a renewed CU, especially when everyone reconvenes after lockdown, hoping to not lose 
any young people 

• new leaders to support and work alongside Scott to grow the CU 

• continued development in church involvement in the school 



• pray for more students to attend CU, some have stopped coming and we know of a good few more 
students who are Christians or from Christian homes that don't choose to get involved. This continues 
to be a discouragement.  

• Praise for 'virtual' CU meetings  

• Please could we pray for guidance for the way forward 

•  have never recovered really from the loss of the strong group of 6th formers from last year. 

 
Headington School 

• Pray for the opportunities that arise out of this time for those who are asking deeper questions.   

• Praise for new opportunities to write to parents, upload Christian assemblies and hold a staff 
service online.   

• online means many can choose not to click on 'compulsory' assemblies, but the flip side is that 
those who do engage can do so quietly and thoughtfully.   

• Pray that the messages will be led by the Spirit. 

• Prayer for those who are struggling deeply with health, finance and with isolation.   
• Prayer for staff on furlough  

 
Kidlington Primary Schools 

• Pray for families in Kidlington managing home schooling alongside parents' work, and for children 
finding lockdown difficult due to special needs or vulnerable home situations. 

• Pray for year 6, 11 and 13 pupils whose exams have been cancelled and who are moving to new 
schools / unis, for opportunities to reconnect and provide closure before they move on. 

• For teachers and children, as schools prepare to reopen and plan for the future. 
• Give thanks for the good relationships built with some of the Kidlington schools by the youth 

worker and other local Christians over the past year - pray for positive opportunities to continue 
after lockdown. 

 
Lord William’s 

• Praise for plenty of Christian teachers 

• For encouragement of prayer group 

 

Lord William’s CU 

• Praise for CU meeting on both sites 

• losing some key Y13s, so please pray for student leadership of the older group, and a good influx of 
new Y7 students 

 
Magdalen College School 

• That we manage to reschedule our school retreat which was due to take place in the Easter 
holidays but had to be cancelled. 

• That we find some way of hosting a meeting for the Christians in the upper sixth before they depart 
for uni', with or without a gap year. 

• That the classes for the boys preparing for Confirmation go ahead later this term, whether by MST 
or at school. 

• That the Holy Spirit inspires the chaplain in composing his weekly e-addresses to the school; and 
that hearts and minds of parents and pupils are open to his message. 

• The staff prayer group has felt a particularly special thing at such a stressful time - totally awesome 
to share with and pray with Christians from so many diverse backgrounds. 

 
New Marston Primary 

• Give thanks for the way the community has rallied around during this testing time. 

• for the dedication of staff, e.g. being available and getting online platforms going exceptionally  



• Pray for wellbeing as some staff juggle homeschooling with being a teacher for their class 

• Pray for our Headteacher handover, 1 July  
 
 
Oxford High School 

• Pray for the new Head teacher (starting in January)  

• Pray she is sympathetic to Crossfire. 

• The Gideons normally come in during this term to offer Bibles to the Year 7s. Pray the Year 7s might 
still have this opportunity, maybe at a different time. 

 
Oxford High School CU (Crossfire) 

• Crossfire is continuing to meet remotely so pray girls would come. There are normally lots of clubs 
at that time which means girls can't come, so, without these, hopefully more will come.   

• Pray for students from younger year groups to attend. 

• Pray for the content to be pitched appropriately for those who attend - who might be quite 
variable! 

 
Phil & Jim’s Primary 

• For teachers particularly those looking after key workers children in school, protection, compassion 
and wisdom 

• Pupils struggling with lockdown, not seeing friends, interacting with teachers etc 

• Families struggling with relationships in a confined space 
 
St Nicholas Primary  ** 

• Give thanks for the teachers who are still going in to school and those who are doing so much to 
ensure that all the children can access what they need – that God would sustain them and refresh 
them in their times away from school. 

• For the headteacher – that God would be at work in her life.   
• Praise that the live stream assembly recently had space for quiet reflection, where prayer was 

mentioned 
• For the Christian teachers that God would help where they need help, and give them opportunity to 

speak for Him. 
 
The Cherwell School 

• Prayer that students stay safe 

• Students to cope well with the work from home,  

• students remain focussed on their studies 

• vulnerable students in particular manage in these times.  

• There is a lot of support in place for them, so the prayer would be that they connect well with this 
 
The Oxford Academy 

• pray for the new Head and new Deputy Head who are starting in September.  

• Praise God for their Christian faith/positivity about faith and asking for good beginnings and 
foundations for the school in September.  

• pray for the most vulnerable children at the Academy at the moment, that their needs would be 
known and met by the school, the local community and by local Christians. 
 

The Oxford Academy CU 

• Praise that students have been able to remain in touch with the CU leaders 

• for female student who has not come to any CU Zoom meetings, that she would have the courage 
to join 



• somehow other students, who were coming to CU before lockdown, would learn about the CU 
Zoom meetings and want to be a part of them 

• that students, in general, wouldn't be shy about doing Zoom sessions 
 
The Swan School 

• Transition to secondary school is rarely easy for children at the best of times but when they are 
entering a school situation that is still so new for both students and parents, like The Swan, it may 
be doubly difficult. For example, none of the 2020 intake will have older siblings at the school.  

• Please pray that the up and coming students will be able to come to the school for a proper 
transition experience before the end of the academic year where they can establish new 
friendships and go into the summer break looking forward to their secondary school experience 
rather than anxious. 

• Please pray for relations with the Marston community as they come to terms with a new secondary 
school in their area. There were quite a number of local objections to The Swan School at planning 
stage and we need to start afresh on both sides in September with an open and supportive 
relationship.   

• Please pray for wisdom for the site managers from Galliford Try, the construction company who are 
building The Swan as they are playing catch up to get the school ready for 280 students in 
September whilst maintaining a safe site for the workforce. Their workforce was severely restricted 
at the beginning of lock-down however the government have now loosened the restrictions so 
numbers onsite have increased but they are still working under restrictive and tricky conditions as 
they complete the building. We are thankful that we have a very experienced site manager from 
Galliford Try leading this and the work is now progressing well. 

 
Wheatley Park 

• Pray for Head of Sixth Form as he deals with all the implications of no A levels, no GCSEs and lots of 
missed lessons. For the extra admin that will be involved, and for the pastoral support he will need 
to provide to students. 

  
Wheatly Park CU 

• Praise for good numbers of students attending, prior to lockdown. 

• No remote CU, so prayer for those young people away from CU to continue to be encouraged in 
their faith 

• Pray for 2 students who are 'on the edge' of the group, who don't go to church regularly. Pray that 
they will not drift away, but will come back when we reconvene. 

• Please pray that we can find a way of keeping in touch with our members  
  
Wheatley Primary School 

• prayer for continued protection and blessing for the children, teachers and leadership, after a 
challenging year last year,  

• praise for recently encouragements 
 
Wolvercote Primary 

• Praise for new prayer group  
• Prayer for Christian families and staff at the school to remain encouraged in the Lord and live out 

the gospel 
 

Finally,  
Prayers for all students, teachers and schools with whom OSC has had contact in the Oxford Area, and 
any schools with whom we haven’t.  Prayer for sensitivity and imagination for the OSC staff and trustees 
as we seek to serve these schools and students in the new year. 


