
 

  

CHRISTIAN UNION ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

2. Family Tree 
 

What are the good and bad things about waiting and looking forward to 

something? 

Matthew 1: 1–7; 11-12; 16-17  

This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 

Abraham was the father of Isaac,  

Isaac the father of Jacob,  

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,  

Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,  

Perez the father of Hezron,  

Hezron the father of Ram,  

Ram the father of Amminadab,  

Amminadab the father of Nahshon,  

Nahshon the father of Salmon,  

Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,  

Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,  

Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David.  

 

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,  

Solomon the father of Rehoboam…  

 

After the exile to Babylon:  

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,  

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel…  

Matthan the father of Jacob,  

and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of 

Jesus who is called the Messiah.  

Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from 

David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 

Think about it 
Jesus had good pedigree. Matthew believed Jesus was the promised Messiah he and other Jews had been waiting for. By beginning 

with David and Abraham, he is referencing the promises God had made to those figures in Jewish history and saying that Jesus is 

from the right family line to fulfil them. As an aside, there should be no place for anti-Semitism in Christianity: Jesus’s heritage was 

Jewish.  

But there were skeletons in the closet. By including four women (not counting Mary), Matthew is drawing attention to them. We 

don’t have space to tell their stories now, but although they were women of faith, three were not Jewish, and three had dubious 

sexual morality. From the outset, Matthew is showing that the Messiah is for everyone: male, female, Jew, non-Jew, moral and 

immoral. Isn’t it totally amazing and humbling that God was born into a normal, damaged family? Let’s rejoice in his generous, 

inclusive grace!  

Jesus came at just the right time. Matthew breaks Jesus’s family tree into three sections, highlighting different stages in Jewish 

history. He is making that point that Jesus’s arrival was planned. Does 6 weeks seem like a long time to wait for Christmas? Imagine 

waiting thousands of years. Time and history were building up to the moment God would enter his creation. The birth, life, and death 

of Jesus really are the axis of history.  

• Why was the wait for the promised Messiah so long, do you think? What can we learn from it?  

• Are there situations in your life (or family) that make you think that you can’t be part of God’s good plan? How does this 

strange opening to Jesus’s story encourage you?  

• Spend some time praying God would show his amazing, inclusive grace in your lives and families.  

 

Prayer  
Lord God, thank you that all of history centres on Jesus, whose coming we remember. Your people long ago looked forward to his 

coming. Thank you that you kept your promises and that the ascended Lord Jesus has sent the Holy Spirit to go on pointing us to him. 

Make us sensitive to him. Amen 

Advent challenge 
Christians have two family trees: a biological one and a spiritual one. Write a non-Christmas card to someone who means a lot to you in one of your family 

trees. Perhaps there is a youth group leader or Sunday School teacher you can thank God for and who would be encouraged by a message from you. 
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Don’t worry about how to pronounce the names. I bet 

even your vicar doesn’t really know. They just say it 

confidently!  

Questions  

• Looking over the names, who do you recognise? 

What do you remember about their stories?  

• Why do you think Matthew begins Jesus’s story with 

this family tree?  

If we did a survey of what people associate with 

Christmas, I think family would come high up the list. 

For some people it would be positive, and for others 

negative. Matthew begins his account of Jesus with a 

family tree. In part this is because family heritage was 

important in Jewish culture, but he doesn’t include 

every last person starting from Abraham, so he is 

making a point in the things he chooses to highlight: 


