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CHRISTIAN UNION ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

Do you have a favourite character in the Christmas story? Mary tends to get 

the limelight, but today we will focus on the quieter Joseph. 

Matthew 1:18-25 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: his mother Mary was pledged to 

be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 

through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and 

yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are 

to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ 

22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 ‘The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with 

us’). 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 

Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth 

to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

Think about it  

Isn’t Joseph such a nice man? Betrothal was a formal, legal agreement between the two families. Although the couple hadn’t got married yet, breaking 

the engagement was tantamount to divorce. Joseph must have felt hurt and betrayed, but he is not vindictive. He can’t go ahead with the wedding: 

people would assume the baby was his and he would share in the shame; and how could he trust Mary if she had betrayed him before they were even 

married? We feel for his dilemma. It’s interesting his words are not recorded. Maybe he was the strong, silent type. But actions speak louder than 

words. Just like his new wife, his faith is seen in obedience. He might as well have said, like her, ‘I am the Lord’s servant.’  

Why was Joseph’s obedience so important? At a human level, it must have been a great support for Mary to have such a godly, kind man by her side. 

We know that soon they will be running for their lives and living as refugees. But there is another reason. Did you catch how the angel addressed 

Joseph (v.20)? This humble carpenter had royal blood. By taking Mary as his wife and naming her baby, Joseph was adopting him as his son and heir. 

He was legally placing him in the family line of David, as God had promised. So often God’s purposes are worked out, not in great military victories 

(although there are some of those) or in miraculous events (although they happen too), but in ‘ordinary’ people being obedient, doing the right thing, 

going the extra mile. Through obedience, kindness, and godly character developed through many ordinary days and acts of faithfulness over the years, 

Joseph ended up playing an extraordinary part in God’s plan for humanity.  

Through the faithfulness of two very ordinary people, the unbelievable happens: ‘Immanual, God with us’. Pause a moment to think that ‘God with us’ 

meant the divine nature in a fragile, dependent bundle born into the world in the same way as you and me. God with us, living life as we live it with all 

its mess and inconvenience. It wasn’t enough for God to come into the world in all his glory. We also needed a human Saviour to live life as we should 

have lived it, to face the same temptations and not to give in. And, of course, one of the really wonderful consequences is that we know that God has 

walked in our shoes – ‘we do not have a high priest who is unable to feel sympathy for our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 

every way, just as we are – yet he did not sin.’ (Hebrews 4:15)  

• Why was it so important that Jesus was fully human as well as fully God?  

• What amazes you most when you think about God becoming human?  

• Divide your prayer time between praising God for the miracle of Immanuel, God with us, and praying for one another to be faithful this 

week in whatever small ways present themselves. You never know when one of those small things could become extraordinary in God’s plan.  

 

Prayer  
Son of God, Son of Man. It is such a mystery and so utterly amazing that you should come into the world to save us. But somehow so much more 

amazing that you should make your entry in such a humble, ordinary way and live among us. Thank you. 

Advent Challenge 

As you go about life this week, consciously remind yourself that God has lived in our world as a human being. When you are hungry or 

tired, remember that Jesus knows what that feels like; he has had headaches and grazed knees; he knows what it is like to be disappointed 

or let down by friends. But he never let you down by giving in to sin.  
Acknowledgements: All Scripture quotations from Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica Inc.® Bible studies and 

design by Ruth Murray and used with permission. Photo by Clem Onojeghuo on Unsplash. 

Questions  

• How do you think Joseph would have felt at 

different points in the story? What do we learn about 

his character?  

• Can you spot two prophecies to be fulfilled in Mary’s 

son, one mentioned directly, the other indirectly?  

• This passage follows on from the list of names we 

read in Matthew 1. What does it add to our 

understanding of the coming Messiah? 


