
 

CHRISTIAN UNION ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

5. Shepherds 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 

everyone went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, 

who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 

and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 

cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he 

is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger.’ 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 

14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.’ 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 

about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 

Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 

been told. 

 

Luke 2: 1-20  

Questions  

• Why was it important that Mary and Joseph went to 

Bethlehem?  

• Why do you think God made the announcement to 

shepherds?  

• What does the angel tell them about the new baby?  

• How are the shepherds changed by their late night 

adventures?  

 

Prayer   

Lord, we praise you with the angels that your intervention 

in real history remains real good news for us! Thank you 

that through Jesus we have peace with you and there is 

hope for all people. Amen. 

Think about it 

Isn’t it amazing how Mary and Joseph ended up in Bethlehem? They had to – that is what had been prophesied. But how funny that that 

the whole Roman Empire was turned upside down to make it happen! God is completely sovereign over emperors and world events and 

will use them to achieve his purposes. This event would also have made the story verifiable for Luke’s original readers. They could have 

checked the official records to see if Joseph and Mary really were in Bethlehem at the time.  

The unbelievable has finally happened. God has been born as a helpless baby and the Father sends a choir of angels to make the 

announcement. To a motley crew of shepherds out in the fields. The sheep-shepherd metaphor is so important throughout the Bible. God 

will also send an international delegation to honour the new-born king, but is it not also appropriate that the Lamb of God who will be 

the sacrifice for his people’s sins is welcomed by shepherds? And how wonderful that when the shepherds come to worship, they don’t 

feel out of place or judged for their working clothes or poverty because they find the Son of God in a manger – this truly is good news for 

the poor.  

What an experience for these shepherds. On one level nothing changes. They go back to the field. The sheep still need to be cared for. At 

another level everything has changed. They have met with God. The message the angels brought was one of peace. The word signifies 

reconciliation or being at one. The new-born king has come to make them God’s friends. They are full of joy and praise, and they can’t 

stop telling people. They want to share the good news the angels shared with them. Let’s pray that we would encounter God in the 

manger that way this Christmas and that we would be so overwhelmed with joy that it will bubble out to the people around us.  

• Where do you feel the need of peace in your life? Pray about that situation now.  

• Why don’t we have the sense of wonder the shepherds had when we think about the Christmas story?  

• Who would you like to share this story with? 

Advent challenge 
Have you met with the baby at Bethlehem and seen in him the Lord of all who brings good news for all people? If you have, do what the 

shepherds did: tell someone! 
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