
 

CHRISTIAN UNION ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

6. Wise Men 
Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’ 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 

had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Messiah was to be born. 5 ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is what 

the prophet has written: 

6 ‘“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”  

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the 

child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.’ 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when 

it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with 

his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their 

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having 

been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 

another route. 

 

 

Think about it  
The magi. These foreign wise men with their expensive gifts must have caused a bit of a stir in Jerusalem. We know very little about 

them. If they came from Persia, they may have studied ancient prophecies about the Messiah: after all Daniel had been ‘chief of the 

magi’ in Babylon at one point, but whatever they knew, when they received a sign that the King of the Jews has been born, they took it 

seriously. We know that because they put everything else on hold to make an arduous journey and give extravagant gifts. They had 

expected (not unreasonably) to find God’s King in a palace, but when they discover that he is has instead been born in poverty, their 

faith is undaunted: they bow in worship and are filled with joy.  

Herod. Herod takes the news of the birth of the Messiah seriously too, but whereas the magi put their own lives on hold to find the 

promised king, Herod is determined to hold on to life on his terms at any cost. He begins immediate investigations which will ultimately 

lead to a horrific massacre. He cannot bear the thought that anyone might challenge his authority or right to rule. Then, as now, Jesus’s 

claims result in hostility from some.  

The religious leaders. The religious leaders know all about the promise of the Messiah. We expect them to be overjoyed, but instead 

they greet the magi’s announcement with indifference and return to their books. Maybe they were scared of the king; maybe they 

couldn’t believe God would have told foreigners instead of them of the birth of the Messiah, or maybe the old prophecies had become a 

mere matter of academic interest. While the magi had travelled for weeks or months to worship, these religious leaders couldn’t be 

bothered to hop on a donkey and head over to the next village. They are certainly not getting the bulldozers out (you remember that, 

don’t you?)!  

A choice. Everyone responds to the news that God’s king has been born. You are responding as you read this passage today. Are you 

responding in faith and worship, with hostility, or with indifference?  

• How do we see the two negative responses to Jesus worked out in our day? Or even in ourselves?  

• What does it mean practically for us to follow the example of the wise men? No, you don’t need to buy a camel…  

 

Prayer  
Lord of the nations, thank you that the coming of Jesus is good news for people of all races and backgrounds who receive him with faith 

and thanksgiving. Help us to follow the example of the wise men and bow before your Saviour in sacrificial worship this Christmas. 

Advent challenge 
As you go on Christmas holidays from school and might not be able to meet in person, plan some practical ideas for how you 

can encourage each other to keep the worship of Jesus at the heart of Christmas. 
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Questions  

There are three main groups of characters in 

this part of the story:  

• the magi (wise men or astrologers)  

• Herod and his court  

• the religious leaders  

What do we learn about each group and how 

does each group respond to the news that the 

Messiah has been born? 


