
 

Education in the UK Prayer Points 
 
 
Praise 

• For all the dedicated teachers who had to conquer poor internet connections, home-
educating their own kids, cats crossing their keyboard and an uncertainty about 
whether students were actually present at the other end of the Zoom screen to keep 
education going throughout lock-down.  

• That most schools will return to almost normal at the beginning of June when they 
return from the May holiday week. 
 

Mental Health of School Stakeholders 
Pray for: 

• The mental health of students, many of whom are finding the return to the school 
premises difficult after not mixing with other children for so long. 

• The mental health of staff, who are having to deal with disrupted classes as 
students settle back into the school routine and many more students needing 
reassurance and support from their teachers. 

• For parents and carers who are trying to support their child’s return to school 
positively. 

 
Vulnerable learners 
Lock-down has been particularly difficult for vulnerable learners and many have fallen 
behind their peers as a result.  
Please pray: 

• That they will settle back well into school for the remainder of this academic year. 

• That they will get the support they need to catch up in their education. 
 
Summer School 
This year the government is offering financial supporting for secondary schools to provide a 
week- long summer school, offering a blend of academic education and enrichment 
activities to students transitioning from primary to secondary school over the summer. Most 
secondary schools in Oxfordshire are offering this.  
Please pray: 

• For the staff who are giving up some of their precious holiday time to run summer 
schools 

• That there will be a good take up of the programme from parents and students 

• That vulnerable and anxious students, in particular, will attend and benefit from 
this experience, joining their secondary school in September with more 
confidence and an enthusiasm to learn. 

 
 

 

PRAY FOR OXFORD SCHOOLS 
  
  



CAGs / TAGs 
Please pray for : 

• the complex and demanding process involved in Centre Assessed / Teacher 
Assessed Grades (CAGs/TAGs) 

• exam year students under pressure and facing anxiety and uncertainty about the 
future 

• teacher workload as they are having to set exam papers (for GCSE and A Level) 
and then mark coursework and mark final assessment papers on top of a normal 
teaching load (basically taking on the work that in previous years has been carried 
out by exam boards).  

• Pray for strength and wisdom with grades, and for stamina and energy and good 
grace through it all 

• though this is nearly coming to an end now, there is still uncertainty over next 
destinations and wide range of student progress / curriculum coverage etc which 
will potentially be an issue for some time to come 

 
School Funding  

• Pray for wisdom in the face of continuing under-funding challenges for state schools 
as they try to balance the books whilst providing outstanding education 

• Pray for the most vulnerable in society (children and families) who are being 
impacted by reduced social care resources which also impacts on schools’ ability to 
cope  

 
Relationships and Sex Education  

• Pray for God honouring content in the new RSE curriculum  
• Pray for wisdom for the Christians in schools – staff, students, governors, parents – to 

speak biblical wisdom into the complex issues of sexuality  
 
Teacher recruitment & retention  

•  ‘Volume of workload’ and ‘seeking better work/life balance’ are two top issues 
causing teachers to consider leaving - pray for these to be addressed.  

• Pray for churches and wider society to prioritise the need for better conditions for all 
in the education profession  
 

Raising standards nationally  
• Pray that all schools offer outstanding education and a child’s life chances are not 

determined by the proximity of their home to a good school 


